The inhibitor of F VIIa in plasma measured with a sensitive chromogenic substrate assay: comparison with antithrombin, protein C and heparin cofactor II in a clinical material.
The plasma inhibitor(s) of factor VIIa-tissue thromboplastin cooperates with factor Xa. This "Extrinsic Pathway Inhibitor" has been quantitated with a sensitive chromogenic substrate assay. Gel filtration of plasma separates 3 EPI peaks. Postoperatively, both EPI and the other coagulation inhibitors decrease. Unlike the other inhibitors, EPI is usually normal in severe liver cirrhosis. In disseminated intravascular coagulation, EPI levels vary considerably.